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Technical Data October 1, 2000

Supersedes July 1, 1999

Product Description General purpose vinyl duct tape. Available in seven colors for color coding,
sealing, protecting from moisture, non-critical masking, temporary repairs and
general maintenance activities.

Product Construction Backing:  Embossed Vinyl
Adhesive:  Natural Rubber
Color:  Black, blue, green, gray, red, white, and yellow
Standard Roll Length:  45.7m (50 yd.) long
Standard Roll Widths:  50mm (1.97 in.) all colors
                                  76.2 mm (3 in.) gray only
                                  101.6 mm (4 in.) gray only
                                  1.24 m (49 in.) all colors

Typical Physical
Properties

Note:  The following technical information and data should be considered representative or
typical only, and should not be used for specification purposes.

ASTM TEST METHOD

Adhesion to Steel: 20 oz./in. width (21 N/100mm) D-3330

Tensile Strength: 14 lbs./in. width (245 N/100mm) D-3759

Elongation at Break: 150% D-3759

Tape Thickness: 6.3 mils (0.16mm) D-3652

Temperature Use Range: Up to 250ºF (121ºC)

General Information 1. The conformable backing of 3903 tape makes it useful for application to
irregular shapes.

2. Tape 3903 is less prone to leave adhesive residue on the surface than
conventional cloth duct tapes.

3. If the adhesive side of 3903 tape accidentally falls on itself, it can be pulled
apart again so the tape is not wasted.

4. Typically used at room temperature, but will remove cleanly when applied to a
painted steel surface and heated up to 250ºF for up to one hour.

5. Tape 3903 has a Flame Spread Index of 5 and Smoke Developed Index of 0
when tested according to ASTM E-84 (UL 723).

6. Leachable halogens and sulfur levels are less than 250 ppm, leachable mercury
is less than 10 ppm when tested according to Mil Std. 2041C.
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Shelf Life To obtain best performance, use this product within one year from date of
manufacture and store under normal conditions of 70ºF (21ºC) and 50% R.H. in
the original carton.

Application Ideas Sealing and protecting surfaces and openings from dust, dirt and moisture. Color-
coding. Temporary repairs. Non-critical masking. General maintenance activities.
Wrapping and bundling.  Protecting from abrasion.

Features FEATURES                  ADVANTAGES                   BENEFITS                       

Embossed vinyl backing Easy to tear straight across by
hand

Saves time, no additional
tools needed, minimizes
waste

Excellent conformability Conforms to the surface to
which it is applied.
Minimizes amount of tape
needed

Contains no cloth scrim No exposed thread ends to
wick water into the adhesive
layer

Lower unwind force Less effort to remove tape
from roll. Less user fatigue.

Seven backing colors Can be used for color-
coding. Provides easy, on-
site identification

Natural rubber adhesive Adhesive releases when
accidentally stuck to itself

Less waste from having to
throw away tangled tape

Adhesive transfer resistance Minimal clean up when tape
is removed. Saves time and
materials

Heat resistant Adhesive and backing will
perform well and remove
cleanly from surface after 1 hr.
at up to 250ºF

Can be used in a wide
variety of applications. Less
time spent on clean up

Technical Information
and Data

The technical information and data, recommendations, and other statements provided are based on
tests or experience which 3M believes to be reliable, but the accuracy or completeness of such
information is not guaranteed.
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Product Use Please remember that many factors can affect the use and performance of a 3M product in a particular
application. The materials to be bonded with the product, the surface preparation of those materials, the
product selected for use, the conditions in which the product is used, and the time and environmental
conditions in which the product is expected to perform are among the many factors that can affect the
use and performance of a 3M product. Given the variety of factors that can affect the use and
performance of a 3M product, some of which are uniquely within the user’s knowledge and control, it is
essential that the user evaluate the 3M product to determine whether it is fit for a particular purpose and
suitable for the user’s method of application.

Warranty and
Limited Remedy

The 3M product will be free from defects in material and manufacture for a period of one (1) year from
the date of manufacture. 3M MAKES NO OTHER WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, INCLUDING, BUT
NOT LIMITED TO, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY ARISING OUT OF A COURSE OF
DEALING, CUSTOM, OR USAGE OF TRADE. User is responsible for determining whether the 3M
product is fit for a particular purpose and suitable for user’s method of application. If the 3M product is
defective within the warranty period stated above, your exclusive remedy and 3M’s sole obligation shall
be, at 3M’s option, to replace or repair the 3M product or refund the purchase price of the 3M product.

Limitation of Liability Except where prohibited by law, 3M will not be liable for any loss or damage arising from the 3M
product, whether direct, indirect, special, incidental, or consequential, regardless of the legal theory
asserted, including, but not limited to, contract, warranty, negligence, or strict liability.

This Industrial Tape and Specialties Division product was manufactured under a quality system
registered to ISO 9002 standards
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